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WHAT TO DO WITH ORPHANED BOATS? 


Hugo Hernandez and Elizabeth Devesa check out the boat “morgue” at the Dinner Key Marina parking lot 
on Tuesday. A few dozen vessels, mostly sailboats, that were damaged by Hurricane Irma, then abandoned, 
are stacked and awaiting demolition — unless their owners claim them soon. Story, 3A. 


MIAMI BEACH 


Stopped for exhibiting python, 
immigrant faces possible deportation 


mina move that is alarming 
immigrant-rights advocates, the 
Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission called 
border patrol on two who were 
charging tourists $10 to pose for 
photos with an exotic snake. 


BY DAVID OVALLE 
dovalle@miamiherald.com 


Penelope the python and her 
owner, Maria Valdez Moreno, were 
familiar figures on Ocean Drive, 
coaxing tourists to pay $10 to pose 
for photos with the exotic snake. 

That was until state wildlife 
officers, part of a new patrol target- 
ing the illegal exhibition of wildlife 
on South Beach, stopped Moreno 
and her friend, Alfonso Candelas 
Perez. 

The officers only issued her a 
warning for the unlicensed display, 
but then they took an unusual and 
more severe step for a law enforce- 
ment agency in Miami-Dade Coun- 
ty: They called federal immigration 
agents. 


Now, the small-time snake show 
has Moreno fighting potential de- 
portation. 

Moreno is angry, not only for 
being detained for 21 days at an 
immigration detention center, but 
also because the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission 
confiscated Penelope, her 4-year- 
old ball python. Moreno wants the 
snake back, although an FWC 
spokesman stressed that she’d 
signed paperwork relinquishing 
ownership of the animal. 

“For them, it’s just a snake but 
for me, it’s my pet. My little girl,” 
Moreno said in Spanish. “I swear 
nobody could ever take care of her 
like me.” 

Even against the backdrop of 
President Donald Trump’s aggres- 
sive push to deport illegal immi- 
grants of all stripes, South Florida 
police departments rarely call U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection for 
such a minor offense, let alone one 
that does not result in an arrest. 

Miami Beach Mayor Dan Gelber, 
for one, believes such actions 
would set a bad precedent. 

“T don’t like to see our police 


penelope_snake 
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Instagram 


Penelope, a ball python, had her 
own Instagram account. Wildlife 
officers seized the snake last month. 


forces converted into an immigra- 


tion force. I don’t think it’s healthy 
or helpful, but I can only speak to 


SEE SNAKE, 2A 


VENEZUELA 


‘The order is to kill you, soldiers 
reportedly told rebel cop before firing 


BY ANTONIO MARIA 
DELGADO 


adelgado@elnuevoherald.com 


Venezuelan special 
forces who launched a 
deadly attack using rock- 
et launchers and assault 
rifles against a former 
cop-turned-rebel had 
orders not to take anyone 
alive, the insurgent told 
an ally by telephone 
shortly before he was 
killed Monday with six of 
his followers. 

Fearing for the lives of 
his fellow rebels and 


those of an in- 
nocent family also 
in the house 
where the shoot- 
out occurred, 
Oscar Pérez tried 
to negotiate his 
surrender with a 
National Guard major, 
whose agents had sur- 
rounded the house, ac- 
cording to a member of 
the Venezuelan opposi- 
tion group known as 


m Oscar Pérez, a former police officer and pilot, and 
at least six of his followers were killed Monday during 
a government military operation. The deadly assault 
was recorded in videos posted on social media. 


Pérez 


Resistencia who 
was in touch with 
Pérez by phone 
during his last 
hours alive. 

“He told me that 
it was the major 
himself who an- 
nounced that they were 
not going to take anyone 
alive. ‘We are not going 
to negotiate; the order is 
to kill you,’ that’s what he 
[Pérez] was told,” said 


the source, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity 
for fear of reprisals. 

“Then he [Pérez] said 
he had to say goodbye 
because he needed to 
save the battery and re- 
cord everything,” the 
source said. 

Pérez, a former police 
officer and pilot, and at 
least six of his followers 
were killed Monday 
morning following a gov- 
ernment military oper- 
ation for his capture. The 
deadly assault was cap- 
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LEGISLATURE | EX-SEN. JACK LATVALA 


Lobbyist 
details 
harassment 
by Latvala 


m Lobbyist Laura McLeod’s 
#MeToo moment was 20 
years in the making. What 
started as a consensual 
affair with powerful Florida 
state Sen. Jack Latvala later 
turned into years of fear, 
anxiety and harassment, 
she says. 


BY MARY ELLEN KLAS 
Herald/Times Tallahassee Bureau 


TALLAHASSEE 
When the text messages 
from Clearwater Sen. Jack 
Latvala would appear on 
lobbyist Laura McLeod’s 
cellphone, her heart would 
race, her eyes would tear up, 
and she’d be overcome with 
a familiar, nauseous feeling 
— along with the thought: 
“Why won’t this stop?” 

“You looked good in com- 
mittee. I woke up wanting 
you,” Latvala wrote in a text 
message in March 2015. 
“No panties Friday,” he 
wrote another day. 

McLeod, who was the 
executive director and lob- 
byist for the nonprofit Flor- 
ida Association of DUI Pro- 
grams, said one frequent 
request she learned to dread 
was: “Where are you. Want 
to see you!” 

It became a pattern, and 
nearly every time McLeod 


SCOTT KEELER Tampa Bay Times 


Legislative Assistant Laura 
McLeod, a former lobbyist, 
says she left the profession 
after being sexually harassed 
by former state Sen. Jack 
Latvala, R-Clearwater, for 
years. 


was in Latvala’s Senate 
office, “he went to close the 
door and he turned around 
to hug me and then would 
grope me or touch me inap- 
propriately,” she recalled. 
The first time she went to 
his office after he returned 
to the state Senate in 2011, 
“he unbuttoned my jacket 


SEE LATVALA, 4A 


LEGISLATURE | EX-SEN. FRANK ARTILES 
Ousted lawmaker: 
Scandals make 
him ‘look like 


a Boy Scout’ 


BY DAVID SMILEY 
dsmiley@miamiherald.com 


Ever since Frank Artiles 
was forced to resign his Flor- 
ida Senate seat last year, 
leaders of the state’s upper 
chamber have been looking 
over their shoulders, worried 
that their former colleague 
was out for revenge. 

Jeff Clemens, the 
incoming Senate 
Democratic leader, 
admitted in October 
to an affair with a 
lobbyist and then 
resigned. Jack Lat- 
vala, a powerful 
Republican with 
gubernatorial aspira- 
tions, stepped down in Jan- 
uary following multiple 
accusations of sexual 
harassment. 

Then last week, as law- 
makers opened this year’s 
legislative session, Oscar 
Braynon and Anitere Flores, 
both senior members of the 


Artiles 


m Frank Artiles, a Miami 
Republican who resigned his 
Florida Senate seat last year 
after making racially 
charged remarks to black 
lawmakers, is thinking about 
a political comeback. 


Senate, admitted to having a 
bipartisan affair after some- 
one posted a hidden camera 
in the hallway of the 
condo building where 
they each have apart- 
ments and created an 
anonymous website 
dedicated to their 
infidelity. 

Now, in the after- 
math, Artiles is look- 
ing around at a differ- 
ent political landscape and 
wondering whether his politi- 
cal career isn’t dead after all. 

In an interview with the 
Miami Herald, the Miami 
Republican, who resigned 
last year after an 


SEE ARTILES, 2A 


CUSTOMER SERVICE 


To subscribe or report delivery issues, 
800-843-4372 or miamiherald.com/customer-service 


Business 
Classified 
Comics 


6A Deaths 
8-10B Lottery 
8C Local news 


People 1C 
Puzzles 4C 
Television 1C 


5 I 


07785"1 


(0) 9 


